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them to encamp. When their camp was made, Perrot sum-
moned their leading men, and told them that he had come to
inform them that the Miamis, the Outagamis, the Islinois, the
Maskoutechs, and the Kikabous had formed an army of four
thousand men to fight with them; that they were to march in
three parties—one along the Missisipi, another at a day’s jour-
ney farther inland, but following the river, and a third at a
similar distance from the second. He told them that he had
stayed this torrent that was going to carry them away; but find-
ing them by chance in this locality, he exhorted them to return
to their families and hunt Beavers. They replied with much
haughtiness that they had left home in order to seek death; and,
since there were men, they were going to fight against them,
and would not have to go far to find them. They exchanged
some Peltries; when that was done, they sent to ask Perrot to
visit their eamp, and there manifested to him the joy that they
felt at his saying that they would find their enemies, entreating
him to allow them to continue their route. He tried all sorts
of means to dissuade them from this purpose; but they still re-
plied that they had gone away to die; that the Spirit had given
them men to eat, at three days’ journey from the French; and
that Perrot had invented a falsehood to them, since their Jug-
glers had seen great fives far away. They even pointed out the
places where these fires were: one was on this side, and at some
distance inland ; another somewhat farther, and deeper inland;
and a third they believed to be the fire of the Outagamis. All
these statements were true, for the five cabins of the Maskoutechs
were at three days’ journey from the French establishment;
their village was on one side, the Fort of the Outagamis oppo-
site, and the Miamis and Islinois at a considerable distance
farther. It is believed that the demon often speaks to the Sav-
ages ; our Missionaries even claim to have recognized him on sev-
eral occasions. There was much truth in what the evil spirit
had communicated to their Jugglers. Other expedients must
be employed to stop them; to gain their attention, Perrot gave
them two kettles and some other wares, saying to them with
these: “T desire you to live; but I am sure that you will be
defeated, for your devil has deceived you. What I have told



